Soteriology—Saving Grace of God
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Even though they had seen God’s COMMON GRACE at work
in the life of their father, and in their own lives, they didn’t
worship the Lord.

Then a few years later, a time came when the people of
Shechem were about to kill them and wipe them out (Gen.
34). In this time of great danger, the family of Jacob finally
decided to turn to the Lord. They finally buried all their idols
in the ground and surrendered themselves to the Living God
(Gen. 35:2-4).

In His SPECIAL GRACE, the Lord forgave them and accepted

them. Then the Lord safely brought Jacob and his family to
Bethel and helped them start a new life.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Note: All discussion questions must be answered by the
children, and NOT by the teacher. The guidelines given here
are only meant to assist the teacher during the discussion.

Can you name two ways in which Common Grace worked
in Laban’s life?
e God provided for his needs, even though he was sinful.

e God stopped him from exploiting Jacob beyond a
particular point.

What are some lessons we can learn from the Common
Grace in Laban’s life?
e God provides for most of people’s needs, even if
they’re sinful people.

e God restrains and restricts people from becoming
uncontrollably sinful.
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Rom. 2:4 says, “... do you show contempt for the riches
of His kindness, tolerance and patience, not realizing that
God's kindness leads you toward repentance?

According to this verse, why do you think God showed
Laban Common Grace?

- God showed Laban His love by meeting his needs.

- God also prevented him from becoming totally hard
hearted and sinful.

God did these two things in the hope that Laban would give
up his idols and turn to Him.

God showed Special Grace to Jacob and turned him into

Israel. Why do you think God didn’t do this for Laban?

God doesn’t force his grace upon anyone. He provides
Common Grace to all people:

e meeting their needs,
e revealing Himself to them in different ways, and
e restraining them from becoming too evil

In spite of all this, if people choose to continue in their sins
and not submit their lives to the Lord, He doesn’t force them
anymore.

Special Grace, which provides a person with salvation,
is reserved only for those willing to put their trust in the
Creator-God and worship Him alone.

e Rom. 3:23-24: ... for all have sinned and fall short of
the glory of God, and are justified freely by His grace
through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus.
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At Shechem, what if Jacob’s family had refused to give
up their idols? Would the Lord have provided them his
salvation through Special Grace?

Special Grace, which provides a person with salvation,
is reserved only for those willing to put their trust in the
Creator-God and worship Him alone.

If Jacob’s family had refused to turn from their idols, God
would probably have continued providing them with further
opportunities to change their minds.

However, if they had ultimately refused to put their trust in
the Creator-God alone, they would not have received God’s
special saving grace. They would have gone to hell, and their
descendants would NOT have become the twelve tribes of
Israel.

APPLICATION

Just like Laban, Jacob, and their families, even today people
are experiencing the common grace of the Creator-God who

made them. However, only those who choose to accept
Jesus as Lord and Saviour, and worship Him alone, will
receive God’s Special Saving Grace.

Experiencing Special Grace on a Daily Basis
If you remember, we discussed a fictional variation of the
Prodigal parable, at the beginning of the session.

o [f the father had granted permission to the prodigal
to live as a servant, and enjoy all the privileges of
that position, it would have been similar to Common
Grace.
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e But the prodigal was reinstated as son and heir of the
family! The status of a son is far superior to that of a
servant. He was given Special Grace.

Many Christians live like saved servants—claiming a few
limited privileges for themselves. They fail to make use of
the Special Grace that has been given to them!

Video Presentation

Video Link: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LxZmkq7v7ag
Duration: Please play only up to 3 min. 57 sec. The rest of
the video is not relevant for our topic

In the video, the man walked away with something he never
had before! He walked away with the favour, blessing and
grace of God shining upon him.

Most believers don’t realize that God'’s grace is shining upon
them.

e They don’t realize that if they believe this truth, and
claim victory over sin, God will grant it.

e [f they claim healing, God will grant it.

e If they claim help for impossible problems, God will
grant it.

God will do all of this because the righteousness of God now
resides inside the person’s spirit, and he is now ‘qualified’ to
receive everything from God.



Soteriology—Saving Grace of God

4

Don’t Give Up

Christians pray, but give up too early. They don’t wait
until they receive, because they don’t realize that God’s
righteousness resides inside of them, and that God’s grace
is shining upon them.

What are some areas in your own life where you need to see
more of God’s grace? Make a note of these specific areas
and claim God’s grace, so that you can see victory in these
areas of your life.

e Heb. 4:16: Let us then approach the throne of grace
with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and
find grace to help us in our time of need.

% CLOSE WITH PRAYER
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Doctrine of Eschatology—The

Second Coming

LEARNING OBJECTIVES
e To warn that Jesus will judge us at His Second Coming.

e To explain that there are two different kinds of
judgment for two categories of people.

SCRIPTURE PORTION

Mt. 24:37-40; 2 Pet. 3:3-10; Lk. 12:35-48; 1 Cor. 3:11-15
(God’s Judgment).

MEMORY VERSE

2 Cor. 5:10: For we must all appear before the judgment seat
of Christ, so that each of us may receive what is due us for
the things done while in the body, whether good or bad.
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RECAP

What did we learn about last week?

What’s the difference between Common Grace and
Special Grace?

Did you make use of God’s Special Grace this week?
Give examples.

Recite the Memory Verse for last week (Rom. 3:23-24).

INTRODUCTION

The word Eschatology literally means “Study of Last Things:”

It studies the intermediate and ultimate state of both
the righteous and the wicked, and

It studies the various events that lead up to the final
establishment of the Kingdom of God (including
Christ's second coming, the resurrection of the body,
the final judgment, etc).

In this session, we’ll specifically study these things in greater
detail.

Note to the Facilitator

Doctrine of Eschatology is a vast and complex topic, filled
with many controversies. Therefore, we’ll deal with only the
following aspects in brief:

Primary Level

Heaven, Hell and the New Jerusalem

Two stages of the Second Coming—Rapture and Rule
on Earth
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Resurrection of Believers and Unbelievers
Judgment of Believers and Unbelievers

How to prepare ourselves for Jesus’ Return

Junior Level

Detailed description of Heaven / Hell
(including Third Heaven, Temporary and Permanent
Hell)

Brief Outline of End-Time events
(From the Creation of Israel State—the latter part of
the Tribulation)

Preparing ourselves for Jesus’ Return

Senior Level
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Preparing for the Second Coming (Parable of
Unprepared Servant)

Judgment Seat of Christ and Great White Throne
Judgment

Levels of Rewards for Believers
Levels of Punishment for Unbelievers

Brief Outline of End-Time events
(From the latter part of the Tribulation—the creation
of a New Heaven and Earth)

Preparing ourselves to rule in the Millennial Kingdom
(Parable of Talents)
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ATTENTION GETTER

Video Presentation 1

Video Link: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HNO1p6Gd_i4
Duration: 59 sec.

Video Presentation 2

Video Link: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-v054WO0qTXI
Duration: 57 sec.

The videos talk about Noah’s Flood and Jesus’ Second
Coming. What do you think is the connection between
these two incidents?

(Ask the children for their general opinions).

Bible Reading:

(The children can take turns reading aloud one verse each.)

Mt. 24:37-40: As it was in the days of Noah, so it will be at
the coming of the Son of Man. For in the days before the
flood, people were eating and drinking, marrying and giving
in marriage, up to the day Noah entered the ark; and they
knew nothing about what would happen until the flood
came and took them all away. That is how it will be at the
coming of the Son of Man. Two men will be in the field; one
will be taken and the other left.

2 Pet. 3:3-10: Above all, you must understand that in the last
days scoffers will come, scoffing and following their own evil
desires. They will say, “Where is this ‘coming’ He promised?
Ever since our ancestors died, everything goes on as it has
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since the beginning of creation.” But they deliberately forget
that long ago by God’s Word, the heavens came into being
and the earth was formed out of water and by water. By
these waters also the world of that time was deluged and
destroyed. By the same Word, the present heavens and earth
are reserved for fire, being kept for the day of judgment and
destruction of the ungodly.

But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: with the Lord
a day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years are
like a day. The Lord is not slow in keeping His promise, as
some understand slowness. Instead He is patient with you,
not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to
repentance.

But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens
will disappear with a roar; the elements will be destroyed by
fire, and the earth and everything done in it will be laid bare.

Based on what we’ve read, how do you think Noah’s Flood
and the Second Coming are connected?

(The children can write down their answers in the Student
Workbook.)

Their answers will probably include the following elements:

1. Before the flood, people were partying and enjoying
daily life, unaware of the approaching danger. Even
today, people are doing the same, unaware of the
coming judgment of Christ.

2. People today are mocking believers and saying that
Jesus will never come. They’re just like the people of
Noah’s time who said that the flood would never come.
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3. The peoplein Noah’s time did not know the exact moment
when the flood would start. Similarly even today, people
will not be able to guess the time of Jesus’ Coming until
it actually happens. And at that time, it’ll be too late to
do anything about it!

4. God wasn’t slow in bringing the flood. He waited 120
years because he wanted to give the people enough
time to repent. In the same way, God is not being slow
with the Second Coming either. He’s just waiting to give
people enough time to repent.

5. Those who belong to the Lord will be taken up. All those
left behind will have to face God’s judgment.

6. In Noah’s time, the world was judged by flood waters. At
the second coming, the world will be judged by ‘fire’

TEACHING CONTENT

The Bible passages we looked at stress, the need to be ready.
But how do we get ready for the Second Coming of Jesus?
Let’s look at a parable that Jesus told His disciples.

Read Passage

(The children can take turns reading aloud one verse each.)

Lk. 12:35-48

“Be dressed ready for service and keep your lamps
burning, like servants waiting for their master to return from
a wedding banquet, so that when he comes and knocks they
can immediately open the door for him. It will be good for
those servants whose master finds them watching when he

81§§



§§ 82

Biblical Doctrines

comes. Truly | tell you, he will dress himself to serve, will
have them recline at the table and will come and wait on
them. It will be good for those servants whose master finds
them ready, even if he comes in the middle of the night or
toward daybreak. But understand this: If the owner of the
house had known at what hour the thief was coming, he
would not have let his house be broken into. You also must
be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when
you do not expect Him.”

Peter asked, “Lord, are you telling this parable to us, or to
everyone?”

The Lord answered, “Who then is the faithful and wise
manager, whom the master puts in charge of his servants to
give them their food allowance at the proper time? It will be
good for that servant whom the master finds doing so when
he returns. Truly | tell you, he will put him in charge of all his
possessions. But suppose the servant says to himself, ‘My
master is taking a long time in coming,” and he then begins
to beat the other servants, both men and women, and to
eat and drink and get drunk. The master of that servant will
come on a day when he does not expect him and at an hour
he is not aware of. He will cut him to pieces and assign him
a place with the unbelievers.

“The servant who knows the master’s will and does not get
ready or does not do what the master wants will be beaten
with many blows. But the one who does not know and does
things deserving punishment will be beaten with few blows.
From everyone who has been given much, much will be
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demanded; and from the one who has been entrusted with
much, much more will be asked.

Discuss:

(The students can write the answers in their Student
Workbook.)

In Lk. 12:36, what were the servants supposed to do when
the master came?

They should be ready to open the door to him immediately.

Can you think of some imaginary distractions that could
prevent a servant from being ready (especially if it was a
servant in our modern times)?

He could fall asleep and not hear the doorbell when the
master returned.

He could be watching TV and not hear the door.

He could be on his phone, chatting with a friend and ignore
the master’s voice, etc.

How can we apply this to ourselves? How does God want
us to be ready?

If we haven’t yet accepted Jesus as Lord and Saviour, then
that would obviously be the first step in getting ready.

If we're already saved, then He would expect us to be living
in faith and obedience.

What are some distractions that could stop us from getting
ready?

e Greater interest in worldly things than in the things of
God;
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e Wrong priorities—such as making choices that please
friends rather than please God;

e Devoting so much time and energy to studies,
extracurricular activities, etc, that there’s no time or
energy left for God, etc.

In the parable, why did the master cut the servant to
pieces?

The servant assumed that the master wouldn’t come for a
long time; and so he wouldn’t get to know what the servant
was up to. But the master came suddenly and caught him
doing terrible things. Therefore, he was cut to pieces.

What lesson can we learn from this terrible incident?

Like the servant, we may decide that Jesus will not come
back for a very long time. So we may begin to do things that
are wrong and sinful. But the Lord will come unexpectedly
and catch us red-handed. On that day, we’ll have to face
God’s judgment.

Jesus used this parable to teach us the importance of being
ready for His coming.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Note: All discussion questions must be answered by the
children, and NOT by the teacher. The guidelines given here
are only meant to assist the teacher during the discussion.

Video Presentation

Video Link: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uTtMFt_GWII
Duration: 2 min. 39 sec.
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What are the two kinds of Judgment mentioned in the
video?

Believers will stand before the Judgment Seat of Christ,
where they will be evaluated for all the things they’ve done.
Those who have done well will receive a greater reward
than others.

The other judgment is called the “Great White Throne
Judgment.” This is a judgment of unbelievers. Depending
on the level of their wickedness, these unbelievers will be
assigned different grades of punishment in hell.

The video mentions a person being saved “as by fire.” What
does this mean? Read 1 Cor. 3:11-15 and explain.

Jesus Christ is the foundation of a believer’s life. It is Jesus
who saves the person and makes him a new creation, so
that he can live a godly and holy life.

e 1 Cor. 3:11: For no one can lay any foundation other
than the one already laid, which is Jesus Christ.

Jesus offers the person the opportunity to live in a new and
different way. But it’s the person’s choice whether or not to
live this way. Some believers choose to glorify God through
their thoughts, words and deeds. Others choose only to
please themselves and their friends; they ignore God.

e All those who choose to glorify God are like people
who’re building with gold, silver and costly stones.

e Those who choose to please themselves rather than
God, are like people building with wood, hay or straw.
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Speaking symbolically, Jesus puts the believer’s life in the
fire, to evaluate the worth of what he’s done. Everything
done for the glory of God will survive, because it’'s made
of gold and silver. But everything the person did to please
himself will be burnt up.

If a believer has led a very selfish life, ALL his thoughts,
words and deeds will get burnt. He himself will escape the
fire and make it into heaven, because his foundation is Jesus
Christ. But he will receive absolutely no reward in heaven,
because everything he did got burnt up.

Mt. 11:21-22: Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida!
For if the miracles that were performed in you had been
performed in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented
long ago in sackcloth and ashes. But I tell you, it will be
more bearable for Tyre and Sidon on the day of judgment
than for you.

Jesus says that Chorazin will get a more severe punishment
in hell than Tyre? On what basis does He decide whose
punishment should be more severe? (Refer to Lk. 12:47-48)
Some unbelievers don’t realize that what they’re doing is
sinful. So God gives them a lesser punishment. (Example: A
Hindu who worships idols because he has been taught to do
so by his parents.)

However, some unbelievers commit a sin deliberately, even
after knowing that it’s wrong. (Example: A man born in a
Christian family who knows the Bible-teaching that idolatry
is sinful. However, this unbeliever chooses to worship idols
after marrying a Hindu.)
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The person who knows God’s will about something and yet
chooses to sin, will be punished more. So the unbeliever
from the Christian background will receive a more severe
punishment than the Hindu unbeliever.

APPLICATION

All who fail to accept Jesus as Lord and Saviour, will have to
face the Great White Throne Judgment. So, make sure that
you repent of your sins and choose to follow Jesus.

As for those who are already saved, you too will be judged
by Jesus Christ. So, make sure that your thoughts, words and
deeds are glorifying God. If you do this, it’ll be like building
your life with gold, silver and precious stones. And your
reward will be great in heaven!

\\ CLOSE WITH PRAYER
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Tribulation and Millennium

LEARNING OBJECTIVES

e To briefly outline the events of the Tribulation and
Millennium.

e To explain that only those who are faithful today will
rule in the Millennium.

SCRIPTURE PORTION

Isa. 51:3, 65:20-25; Joel 2:24; Mt. 25:31-33; Lk. 19:17; Revw.
8-9; 16:10-18; 19-20 (End Times).

MEMORY VERSE

Lk. 19:17: ‘Well done, my good servant!” his master replied.
‘Because you have been trustworthy in a very small matter,
take charge of ten cities.”
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RECAP

e What did we learn about last week?

e What does the Bible mean when it says some believers
will be saved “as by fire”?

e On Judgment Day, on what basis will Jesus decide
whose punishment should be more severe?

e Recite the Memory Verse for last week (2 Cor. 5:10).

INTRODUCTION

There is much debate on the End Times in Christian circles.
Some believe that Christ’s return will be immediately
followed by the resurrection of all people and the judgment.
Others believe that Christ’s return will be followed by a 1000-
year rule on earth, which is then followed by judgment. And
then there are further variations of these two basic outlooks.

We at All Peoples Church (APC) believe that the Second
Coming of Jesus takes place in two stages—including the
Rapture and the Establishment of the Millennial Rule on
earth (Kindly refer to the APC Statement of Faith—Points
12 and 13)

ATTENTION GETTER

Video Presentation

VideolLink: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c5ctj983tOU
Duration: 2 min. 3 sec.
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Discuss:

The video speaks of various events that will probably occur
after the Rapture of the Church.

Do you think the Antichrist will be able to really bring 7
years of peace to the Middle East?

Why or why not?

According to Dan. 9:27, the Antichrist will help create a
political agreement between the nations, so that they don’t
openly declare war against each other. However, apart from
this ‘political peace,” there won’t really be any kind of peace.

This is a period of judgment, with the Lord launching one
judgment after another upon the earth (as described in Rev.
6). Therefore many will die through armed revolts, famines
and plagues, and there won’t be any kind of peace under
the Antichrist’s leadership. The Lord will not permit it.

The video also suggests that the Ark of the Covenant will
come to light after the rebuilding of the Jerusalem temple?
Can you think of any Bible verses which indicate this?
There’s no Bible verse indicating that the lost Ark will be
recovered. This is mere supposition.

Explain:

There are many differing theories on the sequence of events
that will take place after the Rapture. At the Junior Level, we
discussed some of the important events that will take place
during the Tribulation. Today, we’'ll take a closer look at the
events leading up to the Millennial Rule of Jesus and the End
of the world.
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BRIEF OUTLINE of END TIME EVENTS

Summary of Events covered at the Junior Level:

1. Formation of the State of Israel

2. Rapture

3. First Half of the Tribulation

Chaos after the Holy Spirit leaves with the Church
Antichrist offers to restore peace and order

Antichrist’s World Government receives support and
backing from “Babylon the Great”

The False Prophet

The first four ‘Seal Judgments’
The Two Witnesses

Persecution of Christians

The Two Witnesses Martyred
The Two Witnesses Resurrected
Earthquake in Jerusalem

Satan thrown down to the Earth

4. Second Half of the Tribulation

Opening of the Sixth Seal

Satan indwells the Antichrist
Antichrist destroys Babylon the Great
Antichrist declares himself God

Antichrist has a “near-death-experience” after being
Assassinated
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e |dol of Antichrist Created
e Mark of the Beast
e Warning not to receive the Mark

e 144,000 Jews Sealed

Opening of the Seventh Seal and the Seven Trumpet
Judgments

Once the sealed Jews are safely hidden in a secure place
(where no judgment can harm them), Jesus will finally
open the seventh seal. This is the seal which will lead to the
terrifying Trumpet Judgments of God. And so, the minute
Jesus opens this seal, everybody in heaven becomes silent,
waiting with bated breath for the judgments to begin.

e Rev. 8:1: When he opened the seventh seal, there was
silence in heaven for about half an hour.

Then God will hand out seven trumpets to seven angels. As
each successive angel blows his trumpet, terrible judgments
will be unleashed on the earth. A third of the greenery and
vegetation on the earth will be burned up. A third of the
stars in the sky will die out. A third of mankind will be killed
by plagues of fire, smoke and sulphur, and so on.

e Rev. 9:15: And the four angels who had been kept
ready for this very hour and day and month and year
were released to kill a third of mankind.

The Seventh Trumpet and the Seven Bowls of Plague

When the seventh trumpet is blown, God will hand over
seven bowls filled with different plagues, to seven angels.
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These bowls will be God’s final judgment; in fact they’ll be
so intense that they’ll almost wipe out this earth!

e The second bowl will lead to the death of every living
creature in all the oceans.

e The third bowl will pollute all the fresh water sources,
leaving no clean water for the people to drink.

e The fourth bow! will scorch many people to death with
intense heat, and so on.

Rev. 16:10-11: The fifth angel poured out his bowl on the
throne of the beast, and its kingdom was plunged into
darkness. People gnawed their tongues in agony and cursed
the God of heaven because of their pains and their sores,
but they refused to repent of what they had done.

Antichrist initiates plans for a War against God

Greatly provoked by these plagues, the Antichrist will call
upon the armies of the world to fight against God! This will
strike many as a silly move ... because generally humans
fight against other humans—not against a God who is up in
heaven, beyond their reach!

However, satan will be determined to wage this war. So
he will send out demons to convince world leaders with
amazing miracles—so that they’ll believe that the Antichrist
has the power to defeat God!

e Rev. 16:13-14: Then | saw three impure spirits that
looked like frogs; they came out of the mouth of the
dragon, out of the mouth of the beast and out of the
mouth of the false prophet. They are demonic spirits
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that perform signs, and they go out to the kings of
the whole world, to gather them for the battle on the
great day of God Almighty.

God, who has His own plans, will choose to help Satan with
this scheme by drying out the Euphrates river! This will make
it easy for the armies to cross over directly into the Valley of
Megiddo in Northern Israel.

e Rev. 16:12: The sixth angel poured out his bowl on the
great river Euphrates, and its water was dried up to
prepare the way for the kings from the East.

Preparations for Armageddon

Huge demonized-armies (with demon-possessed world
leaders and soldiers) will march across the dried up
Euphrates river-bed, to gather in the Valley of Megiddo.

e Rev. 16:16: Then they gathered the kings together to
the place that in Hebrew is called Armageddon.

Seventh Bowl poured Out

Once the armies have gathered, the final judgment upon the
earth (which is the seventh bowl), will be unleashed by God,
leading to utter devastation. The most powerful worldwide
earthquake in the history of mankind, will flatten every city
and mountain on the face of the earth. Then a great global
hailstorm will rain down 100 |bs. hailstones from the sky,
killing many.

e Rev. 16:18: Then there came flashes of lightning,
rumblings, peals of thunder and a severe earthquake.
No earthquake like it has ever occurred since mankind
has been on earth, so tremendous was the quake.
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Battle of Armageddon and the Second Coming of Jesus

The Battle of Armageddon is described in Revelation 19:11-
20:3 and Ezekiel 38:17-39:29. The battle will start with
Christ descending from heaven with angels and believers.
The armies of the world with their human weapons will not
be able to match God, and will all be thoroughly defeated
and killed.

e Rev. 19:11-16: | saw heaven standing open and there
before me was a white horse, whose rider is called
Faithful and True ... He is dressed in a robe dipped in
blood, and His name is the Word of God. The armies
of heaven were following Him, riding on white horses
and dressed in fine linen, white and clean ... On His
robe and on His thigh He has this name written: King
of Kings and Lord of Lords.”

Fate of Satan, Antichrist and the False Prophet

The Antichrist and False Prophet will be thrown alive into
the fiery lake of burning sulphur. Satan on the other hand
will be locked up in the Abyss for a thousand years.

e Rev. 20:2-3: He seized the dragon, that ancient
serpent, who is the devil, or satan, and bound him
for a thousand years. He threw him into the Abyss,
and locked and sealed it over him, to keep him from
deceiving the nations anymore until the thousand
years were ended. After that, he must be set free for a
short time.

All the unbelievers who participated in the Battle of
Armageddon, will be killed and sent to hell.
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e Rev. 19:21: The rest were killed with the sword coming
out of the mouth of the rider on the horse, and all the
birds gorged themselves on their flesh.

Resurrection of Martyred Tribulation Believers

If you remember, during the Rapture, the dead bodies of
all believers (from the time of Adam up to the time of the
Rapture) will come out of their graves, and be rejoined with
their spirits. In the twinkling of an eye, all their bodies will
be transformed into glorified bodies.

This will now happen for all the new Christians who were
killed during the Tribulation. When Jesus returns to the
earth at the time of the Battle of Armageddon, these dead
martyrs will also come with Him. Now they’ll be rejoined
with their dead bodies, which will get instantly transformed
into glorified bodies.

e Rev. 20:4: | saw thrones on which were seated those
who had been given authority to judge. And | saw the
souls of those who had been beheaded because of
their testimony about Jesus and because of the word
of God. They had not worshiped the beast or its image
and had not received its mark on their foreheads or
their hands. They came to life and reigned with Christ
a thousand years.

Fate of the Leftover-People after Armageddon

At this point of time, two types of people will be left on the
earth—those who have taken the mark of the beast and
haven’t yet died, and those who refused to take the mark
but somehow escaped being killed.
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So now Jesus will separate these two categories, and send
all the left-over unbelievers to hell.

e Mt. 25:31-33: When the Son of Man comes in His glory,
and all the angels with Him, He will sit on His glorious
throne. All the nations will be gathered before Him,
and He will separate the people one from another as a
shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. He will
put the sheep on His right and the goats on His left.

5. MILLENNIUM KINGDOM OF JESUS CHRIST

Christ’s Thousand-Year Rule:

After the ‘sheep’ and ‘goats’ have been separated, God will
establish a ‘one thousand year rule’ on earth, with Jerusalem
as His headquarters.

e Rev. 20:6: Blessed and holy are those who share in the
first resurrection. The second death has no power over
them, but they will be priests of God and of Christ and
will reign with Him for a thousand years.

Citizens of the Kingdom of God

The Kingdom of God will contain four types of citizens. It’ll
include:

e All the believers (from the time of Adam up to the
time of the Rapture) who received glorified bodies
during the Rapture.

e All those who became believers during the tribulation
and got martyred for their faith (and who have now
been given glorified bodies).
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e Jewish believers who didn’t get killed during the
tribulation (including the 144,000 who were specially
sealed and protected by God).

e Gentile believers who didn’t get killed during the
tribulation.

The Jewish and Gentile believers, who are still alive in
their earthly bodies, will continue to live with their earthly
families. Many children will be born over the next 1000
years to them.

Supplement (for the Facilitator Only):

Many believe that during the Millennium, Christians who
are still living in their mortal bodies, will continue to give
birth to children. The Bible verses which seem to support
this concept are as follows:

e Eze.37:25-26: They will live in the land | gave to my
servant Jacob, the land where your ancestors lived.
They and their children and their children’s children
will live there forever, and David my servant will be
their prince forever. | will make a covenant of peace
with them; it will be an everlasting covenant. | will
establish them and increase their numbers, and |
will put my sanctuary among them forever.

e [sa. 65:20: Never again will there be in it an infant
who lives but a few days, or an old man who does
not live out his years; the one who dies at a hundred
will be thought a mere child; the one who fails to
reach a hundred will be considered accursed.
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e Jer. 30:19-20: From them will come songs
of thanksgiving and the sound of rejoicing.
I will add to their numbers, and they will not be
decreased; | will bring them honour, and they will
not be disdained. Their children will be as in days of
old, and their community will be established before
me; | will punish all who oppress them.

e Rev. 20:7-9: When the thousand years are over,
Satan will be released from his prison and will go
out to deceive the nations in the four corners of
the earth—Gog and Magog—and to gather them
for battle. In number they are like the sand on the
seashore. They marched across the breadth of the
earth and surrounded the camp of God’s people,
the city he loves. But fire came down from heaven
and devoured them.

Kindly note that according to these verses, physical death
is not yet wiped out during the Millennium. People live
hundreds of years; but then they die a physical death. This
would indicate that the sinful nature is not yet wiped out.
In other words, the Millennium is NOT the New Heaven
and the New Earth.

Believers will Rule the Earth:

All those who were martyred during the tribulation period
will be given positions of great authority in the Kingdom of
God.

e Rev. 20:4: | saw thrones on which were seated those
who had been given authority to judge. And | saw the
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souls of those who had been beheaded because of
their testimony about Jesus and because of the Word
of God. They had not worshiped the beast or its image
and had not received its mark on their foreheads or
their hands. They came to life and reigned with Christ
a thousand years.

The rest of the believers will be given varying degrees of
authority, depending on their level of faithfulness during
their lifetime. Those who were more faithful during their
earthly days will now enjoy greater honour and higher
positions.

o Lk. 19:17: ‘Well done, my good servant!” his master
replied. ‘Because you have been trustworthy in a very
small matter, take charge of ten cities’

Prosperity in the Kingdom of God

All the promises of God will finally be fulfilled in this new
Kingdom.

Earth Rejuvenated:

God will once again bless the ravaged earth bringing it to its
former glory of Eden.

e |[saiah 51:3: The Lord will surely comfort Zion and will
look with compassion on all her ruins; He will make
her deserts like Eden, her wastelands like the garden
of the Lord.

Amazing prosperity:
The waters will come alive with every type of fish and
become one hundred percent pure for drinking, and the
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land will blossom with an abundant harvest. This will be a
time of tremendous agricultural blessing. The earth literally
will not be able to receive its bounty.

e Joel 2:24: The threshing floors will be filled with grain;
the vats will overflow with new wine and oil.

No war or weapons:

All war materials and weapons will be destroyed as well.

e Isa. 2:4: They will beat their swords into
plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks.
Nation will not take up sword against nation, nor will
they train for war anymore.

Peace among animals too:

Even the animals will live at peace with one another, with
the wolf and lamb feeding together.

e Isa. 65:25: The wolf and the lamb will feed together,
and the lion will eat straw like the ox, and dust will be
the serpent’s food. They will neither harm nor destroy
on all my holy mountain,” says the Lord.

Long life spans:

Because conditions will be perfect on earth, people will live
for hundreds of years.

e Isa. 65:20: Never again will there be in it an infant who
lives but a few days, or an old man who does not live
out his years; the one who dies at a hundred will be
thought a mere child ...
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Work considered a Joy:

God will change the nature of man so that he will greatly
enjoy his work. Work will no longer feel like a burden.

e Isa. 65:22: ... my chosen ones will long enjoy the work
of their hands.

6. FINAL JUDGEMENT

Satan released from the Abyss:

At the end of the ‘one thousand year reign’ of Christ, satan
will be released from his prison. He will again try to deceive
the nations of the world and lead them in a final rebellion
against God.

e Rev. 20:7-8: When the thousand years are over, satan
will be released from his prison and will go out to
deceive the nations in the four corners of the earth—
Gog and Magog—and to gather them for battle. In
number they are like the sand on the seashore.

The Deceived:

If you remember, only believers were allowed to enter into
the Millennial Kingdom of God. Over the next thousand
years, the believers who are still living in their earthly bodies
will have lots of children.

These children will have the privilege of being born into
a perfect world. They’ll not know suffering or poverty.
Everything will be available in abundance to them. But
in spite of the perfection in their lives, and in spite of the
perfectly loving rule of Christ, they will find themselves
tempted by the sinful nature inside of them.
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(This is similar to the children of believer-parents today.
The parents may be devout believers, but the children still
experience the tug of the sinful nature inside them—just
like all human beings).

During the ‘one thousand year rule’ of Christ on earth, these
millions of youngsters will not commit any sinful deed, in
spite of the sinful nature inside them. This is due to two
reasons:

e First, they will not sin because God will NOT permit
absolutely any disobedience. He will rule with an iron
hand and everyone will have to obey.

e Rev. 19:15: He will rule them with an iron scepter.

e Second, because satan will be lying bound inside the
Abyss, there won’t be anybody deliberately tempting
them to sin against God.

However, as soon as satan emerges from the Abyss, he’ll
begin his job of deceiving people once again. It’s at this
point of time that the new generations born during the
Millennium, will get a chance to prove their loyalty to Christ.
Some will refuse to be deceived by satan. But many will fall
into satan’s trap.

Why do you think God sets satan free to roam the earth
again after He had him bound? God will allow this as final
proof that the heart of man is desperately wicked and can
be changed only by God'’s grace.

e People who have been living in a perfect environment,
under the perfect government of God’s Son, will rebel
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against their King! It’ll show that they obeyed God
during the Millennium only because they didn’t have
a choice.

Satan will lead all these deceived persons in one final
rebellion against God. The Lord will use this last rebellion as
a means of separating those who truly love Him from those
who are fake followers.

Battle of Gog and Magog

The deceived armies of people will surround Jerusalem on
all sides, with the intention of destroying God and His city.
But the battle will end in a single flash of lightning, even
before it has begun! God will send fire down from heaven
and consume the armies of satan even before they reach
the great city.

e Rev. 20:9: They marched across the breadth of the
earth and surrounded the camp of God’s people, the
city He loves. But fire came down from heaven and
devoured them.

Final Judgment of Satan

Satan will finally join the Antichrist and the False Prophet in
the Lake of Fire, where he’ll stay forever more.

e Rev. 20:10: And the devil, who deceived them, was
thrown into the lake of burning sulphur, where the
beast and the false prophet had been thrown. They
will be tormented day and night forever and ever.



Tribulation and Millennium

Heaven and Earth will vanish

The heavens and the earth which exist today will finally
come to an end. You could probably call this the official end
of the World.

e Rev. 20:11: Then | saw a great white throne and Him
who was seated on it. The earth and the heavens fled
from His presence, and there was no place for them.

Great White Throne Judgment

Right from the time of Adam, God has maintained a record
of every person’s deeds. These Record books will be opened
at the Great White Throne of God, and the Lord will mete
out different degrees of punishment to all the people. The
more evil or hard-hearted a person is, the greater will be his
punishment in hell.

e Rev. 20:12-13: And | saw the dead, great and small,
standing before the throne, and books were opened.
Another book was opened, which is the Book of Life.
The dead were judged according to what they had
done as recorded in the books. The sea gave up the
dead that were in it, and death and Hades gave up the
dead that were in them, and each person was judged
according to what they had done.

Believers will not stand at this judgment, because they’re
not judged on the basis of their good works (They’re judged
on the basis of the saving work of Jesus on the Cross. They
hide ‘inside’ the work of Christ and will not be judged).
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7. A NEW BEGINNING

The current heavens and earth will be done away with and
replaced by the new heavens and new earth. The eternal
dwelling place of believers will be the new earth. The new
earth is the “heaven” on which we will spend eternity. It is
the new earth where the New Jerusalem, the heavenly city,
will be located. It is on the new earth that the pearly gates
and streets of gold will be.

e Rev. 21:1-2: Then | saw “a new heaven and a new
earth,” for the first heaven and the first earth had
passed away, and there was no longer any sea. | saw
the Holy City, the New Jerusalem, coming down out
of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully
dressed for her husband.

All believers will live in this New Jerusalem forevermore,
continually enjoying the loving presence of God.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Note: All discussion questions must be answered by the
children, and NOT by the teacher. The guidelines given here
are only meant to assist the teacher during the discussion.

Video Presentation

Videolink:http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jCHy1fXzaQl
Duration: 1 min. 44 sec.

According to this video, believers will rule during the
Millennial Kingdom! Does this mean ALL believers will
become rulers? Or will only a special few get to rule?

e Refer to Lk. 19:11-26 before giving your answer
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Lk. 19:24 refers to a lazy servant who didn’t do anything for
his master. He didn’t receive any position or honour at the
end of the story.

There will be many such believers in the millennial kingdom.
During their lifetime they were too busy attending to worldly
matters, and did nothing for their Heavenly King. So now,
the Lord will not trust them to run His Kingdom.

It’s only those who prove their sincerity in little things who
will be given bigger things. If you and | can’t obey and live
for the Lord today, why should He trust us with power and
responsibility in His millennial Kingdom?

Lk. 16:10: Whoever can be trusted with very little can also
be trusted with much, and whoever is dishonest with very
little will also be dishonest with much.

According to Lk. 19:11 why did Jesus narrate the Parable of
the Talents?

Jesus was on His way to Jerusalem when He narrated this
parable. The people were thinking He would walk into
Jerusalem, overthrow the Romans and take over the throne.
But Jesus wanted to let them know that the earthly Kingdom
of God was still far away.

This is why he spoke of a king who went away to a distant
country and didn’t return for a long time (Lk. 19:12).

The Parable of the Talents talks about a noble man who
went to a distant land to get himself appointed as king and
return. In what way is Jesus similar to this noble man?
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When Jesus came to the earth, He laid aside His Godhood,
and chose to become fully human. But after defeating
death, Jesus returned to heaven—the same way the noble
man went to a distant land.

In heaven, the Father appointed Jesus as King over all—the
same way the noble man was appointed king.

So when Jesus returns the second time, He’ll return as King
—the same way the noble man returned as king and judged
those who had opposed him.

So Jesus used the example of the noble man to describe
Himself and His Second Coming.

APPLICATION

God is maintaining a record of all our deeds. If we are faithful
to Him today, in the everyday things of life, we will be given
great authority, position and honour during the Millennial
Kingdom.

What kind of a reward are you planning to reap when Christ
returns? Show your faithfulness in the little things today,
so that He can entrust you with much more in His future
Kingdom.

e Mt. 25:21: “Wonderful!” his master replied. “You are
a good and faithful servant. | left you in charge of only
a little, but now | will put you in charge of much more.
Come and share in my happiness!”

CLOSE WITH PRAYER
IR~



Printed and Distributed by All Peoples Church & World Outreach, Bangalore.
First Edition Printed July 2013

Written and Compiled : Deepika Samuel
Edited : Jean George, Tina Hubert and Kala Eapen
Cover and Graphics Design: Sujith John

Contact Information:

All Peoples Church & World Outreach

# 319, 2" Floor, 7" Main, HRBR Layout,

2" Block, Kalyan Nagar, Bangalore 560 043
Karnataka, INDIA

Phone: +91-80-25452617, +91-80-65970617

Email: contact@apcwo.org
Website: www.apcwo.org

109§§



