





How God Answers Prayer
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LEARNING OBJECTIVES

e To show that God answers prayer with ‘Yes,” ‘No’ and
‘Wait’

e To teach the importance of trusting God when the
answer is ‘No’ or ‘Wait’

SCRIPTURE PORTION

Habakkuk 1-3; 1 John 5:14,15; Genesis 19:27-29

MEMORY VERSE
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1 John 5:14,15: We are certain that God will hear our
prayers when we ask for what pleases him. And if we know
that God listens when we pray, we are sure that our prayers
have already been answered.
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Habakkuk was not upset with God even when the Lord
refused to answer his prayer immediately. Is it possible for
us to be as cheerful as Habakkuk? Isn’t this a very difficult
thing for ordinary Christians like us?

LESSON 6

Will God say ‘No’ to our prayers most of the time? Should
this be our expectation from Him when we pray?

Sometimes God says ‘Yes,’ but not in the way we expected.
What should be our response when the Lord does this?

APPLICATION

Some personal prayers for which God has said “WAIT”:
1.

2.

3.

Ask God for the strength to wait patiently for these prayer
requests without growing bitter.
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Prayer

Some personal prayers for which God said “NO”:
1.

2.

3.

Thank God for these Rejected Prayers.
God rejects every prayer that spoils the Complete Picture of
your Life.

Areas of my Life where | have displeased God (eg.,

dishonesty, treating people badly, etc.):
1.

2.
3.

Commit yourself to pleasing God in these areas.
Then, you will discover most of your prayers being answered!

FOLLOW UP

(To be filled up before the next class)

How | practiced the Scripture Lesson during this week:
1.
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TAKE HOME ACTIVITY

Habakkuk’s Attitude to Unanswered Prayer

(Created by Crossword Puzzle Maker at www.GospelHall.org)
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Refer to “Habakkuk 3:17,18” in the NIV Version, for the

Clues:

Though the (Clue 4)tree does not

bud and there are no (Clue 5) on the

vines, though the (Clue 7) crop fails and the
(Clue 2) produce no food, though there are

no (Clue3)inthepenandno

(Clue 1) in the stalls, yet I will (Clue 6) in the

Lord, | will be (Clue 8) in God my Savior.

TR

31§§



KR

§§ 32

©)

rayer

. ‘Q(.\r‘

What Blocks Prayer

LEARNING OBJECTIVES

e To teach about the three obstacles to prayer

e Torevealthe dangers of Ingratitude and Unforgiveness

SCRIPTURE PORTION
Philippians 4:6; Mark 11:25,26; 1 John 5 :14

MEMORY VERSE
Mark 11:25,26

BIBLE PASSAGES

Blockage 1: Ingratitude

Philippians 4:6:. With thankful hearts offer up your prayers
and requests to God.
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Ask: In this verse, prayer is linked with what other thing?

LESSON 7

Colossians 4:2: Never give up praying. And when you pray,
keep alert and be thankful.

Ask: In this verse, prayer is linked with what other thing?

1 Thessalonians 5:17,18: ... never stop praying. Whatever
happens, keep thanking God because of Jesus Christ. This is
what God wants you to do.

Ask: In this verse, prayer is linked with what other thing?

Prayer and thankfulness are linked together. We must get
rid of the Blockage of Ingratitude and Bitterness towards
God, if we want to see powerful answers to our prayers.

Blockage 2: Unforgiveness

Mark 11:25,26: Whenever you stand up to pray, you must
forgive what others have done to you. Then your Father in
heaven will forgive your sins.

Ask: In this verse, what does Jesus specifically teach us to do
while praying?

Prayer and Forgiveness are linked together We must get rid
of the Blockage of Unforgiveness to see powerful answers
to our prayers.
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Prayer

Blockage 3: Self-Will

1 John 5:14: We are certain that God will hear our prayers
when we ask for what pleases Him.

Ask: According to this verse, when can we be hundred
percent sure that God will answer our prayers?

The purpose of prayer is not to just give us whatever we
want It is to make us the kind of people God wants us to be.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Blockage 1: Ingratitude

When the Israelites expressed a desire for meat, the Lord
provided them with quails (Numbers 11). But after supplying
them, He also killed many of them with a plague. Why did
God do this? Does it irritate Him, when we ask Him for our
material needs?

Blockage 2: Unforgiveness

If | don’t forgive someone, will God automatically stop
answering my prayers? What is the connection between
unforgiveness and answer to prayer?
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Blockage 3: Self-Will

How can | know whether my prayer is according to God’s
will or not?

2 Corinthians 1:20 says,

So, if my prayer is directly related to a promise in the Bible,
then | can confidently expect a ‘yes’ from God.

God will say ‘Yes' if | ask for victory over temptation (1
Corinthians 15:57,58).

God will say ‘Yes’ if | pray for the salvation of family
members (1 Corinthians 7:14).

God will say ‘Yes’ if | pray for healing (Isaiah 53:4-6).

God will say ‘Yes’ if | pray for safety in times of danger
(Matthew 10:29-31).

God will say ‘Yes' if | pray for basic needs like food, money
for school fees, good friends, etc. (Philippians 4:19).

God will say ‘Yes’ if | pray for a good future (Jeremiah
29:11).

God will say ‘Yes’ if | pray for wisdom (James 1:5).
God will say ‘Yes’ if | pray for unity (John 17:23).

God will say ‘Yes’ if | pray for spiritual growth (Matthew
5:6).
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Prayer

e God will say ‘Yes’ if | pray for forgiveness for my sins (1
John 1:9).

God’s stand on prayers for material things:

[CLUE: Matthew 6:31-34 says, “So do not worry, saying,
‘What shall we eat?’... For the pagans run after all these
things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need
them. But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness and
all these things will be given to you as well. Therefore do
not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about
itself... .”]

APPLICATION

Some of my unanswered prayers:
1.

2.
3.

Some things that I’'m grateful to God for:
1.

2
3
4.
5
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6.
7.

Even as you pray for Unanswered Prayers, keep in mind the
things that you are Grateful for.

This will help you to Pray with Gratitude, rather than
Grumbling.

Some people that | need to forgive:

FOLLOW uP

(To be filled up before the next class)

How I practiced the Scripture Lesson during this week:
1.
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Prayer

TAKE HOME ACTIVITY
(Created online at http://gospelhall.org)
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Copy the circled letters into the blanks below and unsort the final word.
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The words above will fit into the following sentence:

Mark 11:25,26: (Clue 1)
you stand up to pray, you must (Clue 2)
what others have done to you. Then your Father in heaven
will (Clue 3) your sins.

DON’T FORGET TO MEMORISE THE MEMORY VERSE!
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